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the Nernst Lamp Company and employed a force of en-
gineers to develop the lamp to commercial form. Many
ingenious devices were invented for automatically apply-
ing the starting heat and for controlling the current flow
through the conducting rod, or "glower," as it was called.
The electrical efficiency of the Nernst lamp was found to
be one and one-half watts per candlepower, twice that
of the best form of ordinary incandescent electric lamp
then known. This fact and the superior quality of the light
justified Westinghouse in his belief that it would be a suc-
cessful competitor in the incandescent-lighting field.

The sales of the company grew fast and the, Nernst
Lamp Company gave promise of great success. At the
height of its prosperity, however, something happened
which doubtless Westinghouse as well as others engaged
in this kind of enterprise expected would happen sooner
or later; namely, the production of the tungsten filament,
which far surpassed the carbon filament in electrical ef-
ficiency, and was more efficient than the Nernst lamp. It
soon became apparent that the Nernst lamp could not
successfully compete with the tungsten lamp of higher
efficiency, particularly as the Nernst lamp was inherently
complicated and expensive, as compared with the exceed-
ingly simple form of the evacuated tungsten lamp. The
color qualities of the Nernst lamp, although desirable, were
not of sufficient commercial value to outweigh the disad-
vantages of its complexity when confronted by the higher
efficiency and the simplicity of the tungsten-filament lamp.
Realizing this, Westinghouse promptly arranged for the
discontinuance of the manufacture of the Nernst lamp ex-
cept upon a very small scale.

Perhaps the greatest benefit to the public from the work
of Westinghouse in promoting the Nernst lamp is in the